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Located in St. Paul’s historic Midway 
neighborhood. There’s plenty to see and do 
along Snelling & University Avenues. 


Light rail access, Elevated amenity deck with fire 

pit, sauna, grill stations, work from home spaces, 

dog/cat friendly, full gym, across the street from 
Allianz Field. 


The Pitch Apartments 
427 Snelling Ave N 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 372-2218 
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Always Minneapolis, 
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Embrace the Lake Street community and move 
home to the brand new Everlake apartments. 
Cultural charisma. Urban connectivity. 
Neighborhood pride. 


Convenient to transit and retail * Work from home 
spaces * 6th floor sky lounge and sky deck * Dog/ 
cat friendly * Lake Street pride. 


Studio, Alcove, 1 & 2 bedroom floor plan options 
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- 2022 Subaru Outback 
-Go Where Love Takes You 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to last, with 96% of 
Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda or Toyota brands.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2020 as of December 2020. 
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Visit us at our new location! 
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OUR LAVENDER | FROM THE EDITOR 


What Is "Home"? 


BY RANDY STERN | PHOTO BY RANDY STERN 


It is a question we often take for granted. 
Simply put, it is because we run the gamut of 
the definition of home. Think about who we 
are: We're homeowners, renters, sublessors... 
and, even homeless. 

Why ask this question in our Summer 
Home and Garden issue? I recall this question 
through my post-graduate journey that I often 
look at the answer with mixed feelings. When 
I was briefly at Hamline University as a gradu- 
ate student, I took a course the centered on the 
notion of *home." This exploration of this sub- 
ject was presented through several essays, dis- 
sected by us to understand the true meaning of 
each written piece we read every week. 

What did I learn from that course? An indi- 
vidual's definition of home is probably not the 
same as their neighbor's, friend's, or their fam- 
ily's. 

If you're like me, you've been looking for a 
new home. My search was frustrating at best. 
Not going into details, but it has guite the chal- 


lenge to find a new home after 14 years at the 
same address. 

But, I did find a home. I move in on June 1. 
Now, back to you... 

In fact, did you know that we have a propor- 
tionate number of renters in our community 
than homeowners? FreddieMac has some re- 
search online that points to our community's 
want of home ownership, but we appear to be 
lagging behind the rest of society. In this issue, 
we will dive into some of the reasons for it in 
our story on discrimination against LGBTQ 
people out in the housing market. 

This goes beyond just the rising cost of real 
estate. Please take a read if you're in the mar- 
ket for a new home. 

As for the rest of this issue, we feature FOX 
9's Maury Glover as we show you his home life 
away from the station and on location. This is 
our “Maury’s Stories" — featuring Maury him- 
self. 

Plus, we are featuring a local remodeling 
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company with a long history here in the Twin 
Cities. 

As for life away from home, this issue talks 
about the RV Life. The COVID-19 Pandemic 
saw a rise in sales of RVs, and most owners 
found them as their solution to the work from 
home routine. 

Last, but not least, the Minnesota AIDS 
Walk has returned to its traditional May date. 
We will tell you what has changed and how it is 
still relevant to our community. 

This is just a taste of our Summer Home and 
Garden issue. Make yourself at home — wher- 
ever you consider “home” — and read along 
with us! H 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Remembrance and Recovery, As Best We Can 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


"Remembrance" and "Recovery" are imperfect de- 
scriptors, and describe imperfect outcomes, but they are 
the tools we humans have to work with. Even your pres- 
ence at the moment of some tremendous action; conflagra- 
tion, explosion, wartime outrage, you comprehend only 
through your own eyes, at your age, with your previous ex- 
perience-even your willingness to see. This year, Yom HaS- 
hoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, will be observed from 
sunset April 27 to sunset April 28, to think of the six million. 

“Shoah” may be translated “catastrophe,” or “utter de- 
struction" in Hebrew. And yes, parts of the world before 
and since have undergone warfare and genocide; the Katyn 
forest, the Holodomor throughout Ukraine in 1932, but 
here I offer two books for those who would like to compre- 
hend on a personal level, how the Shoah of the Holocaust 
affected the victims and on into future generations. 

Daniel Mendelsohn's The Lost: A Search for Six in Six 
Million (2006) and Glen Kurtz's Three Minutes in Poland: 
Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film (2014) re- 
late two individual's attempts to search for family members 
who died decades before their birth. These paragraphs are 
but fragments, reflecting the shards of knowledge the au- 
thors recovered, how close, how far away the full stories 
remain. 

In 1938, Kurtz's grandparents, David and Lisa Kurtz, 
together with three friends, boarded the Holland-America 
liner Nieuw Amsterdam for a six-week trip through Eu- 
rope. David had a new state-of-the-art 16mm cassette movie 
camera and took both black-and-white and Kodachrome 


color films of tourist attractions along the way. He also re- 
corded three minutes of film in the small, predominantly 
Jewish shtetl of Nasielsk, Poland. Seventy years later, this 
footage remains the only prewar images of everyday small 
town life. 

But no one considered that, then, and Luck is always 
a factor. Grandfather’s reels slept through the decades in 
Kurtz’s parents’ closet in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, un- 
til he happened upon them in 2008. 

Mendelsohn’s knowledge of his missing Six, came 
in part through his own grandfather’s stories. Abraham 
Jaeger had hundreds, many tiptoeing around his brother 
Shmiel Jager (one of many spelling variants), his wife Ester, 
and their “four beautiful daughters,” who were “killed by 
the Nazis.” Shmiel had actually come to New York City in 
1912-1913, but deciding the place was “unlucky” for him, 
returned to doomed Bolechow, Poland (now Bolekhiv, 
Ukraine). 

Grandfathers stories, Mendelsohn recalls, were 
nested, Russian dolls or Chinese boxes, their meanings 
revealed only years later, once the author had met with 
survivor contacts as far away as Australia. As a boy, his 
grandfather had said the six were hidden in a castle (kessle) 
then were betrayed. Others held different opinions on the 
betrayer-Neighbor? Foreign maid? And what castle? There 
were none near the village. In reality (a spoiler of page 482) 
Mendelsohn descends into a dank, dark, airless hole in a 
local cellar and realizes Shmiel and one daughter had hid- 
den there; in a kestl (Yiddish for “box,”) not a kessle, and 


there they were betrayed, removed and shot in that yard, 
by that tree. 

Kurtz took his film, crumpled and decaying, to the 
United States Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC, 
where it was restored-as well as it could be-through com- 
plicated processes that transferred the deteriorating film, 
now within months of total destruction, to a polyester-base 
archival print. Luck beyond this good fortune, was an in- 
credible e-mail from a woman who had seen the film and 
recognized one of the village boys as her grandfather, Mau- 
rice Chandler. Still alive, 86, living in Florida, he would like 
to meet with Kurtz. Lucky too, that Morry (soon become 
more friend than responder) had a formidable memory and 
was a springboard for Kurtz's identification of six more-of 
the 3,000 Jewish inhabitants less than 100 survived. 

The books are long, defying a quick summation, but 
offer clear indications of the power of memory-as well as 
its pitfalls. But each shard gleaned of a person's story rec- 
ognizes a lived life; their sum a testament to their lives and 
specific end. The Nasielsk neighbors, the six Jägers were 
real, were individuals, not interchangeable numbers in a 
ledger, or even less, expendables to be erased completely. 

Everything dies in time. Film decomposes, memories 
disperse, bodies perish whether in flame or asleep in bed. 
But while we're here, we all want to be seen, to be recog- 
nized, as a self. Embedded in boxes or canisters (and only 
a few parts of the whole) they cannot hear the accolades, 
but they have finally been seen, their life acknowledged. H 
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OUR LAVENDER | BIZ BUZZ 


Malinda Launert, 
COLDWELL BANKER REALTY 


Business: Coldwell Banker Realty 

Your Name: Malinda Launert 

Job Title: Realtor 

Give us a brief overview of your business 
and what services you provide the com- 
munity: I am a Full-Service Solo Realtor who 
works directly to help the first-time home 
buyers find their dream home to the move up 
process as well as sellers who are ready for a 
change whether up-sizing, downsizing or relo- 
cating. I own investment properties and have 
experience in every type of real estate. I help 
with the transaction from getting pre-approved 
to the closing and beyond. 

How many years have you been in busi- 
ness? Since 1996 

What's something unique we should know 
about your business? 

I have had an LLC since 2008 for property 
renovations as well as new builds. I also have 
a wealth of knowledge and experience in this 
field that is beneficial to my buyers and sellers. 


What's your favorite thing about your job? 
Meeting all the amazing people I have had the 
pleasure of working with and creating lasting 
friendships along the way. 

What's the best thing about working with 
the LGBTQ community? 

Having the opportunity to empower ALL 
people to own their own home and building 
equity and the security that comes with own- 
ing your own home. I welcome ALL people 
but when I got in the business 26 years ago, 
I was so excited that I could openly serve the 
LGBTQ Community by being myself as well as 
serving people like me. I currently sponsor an 
LGBTQ softball team and love attending their 
games to cheer them on! 

Does your business have anything new, 
fun or unique happening on the horizon? 

There are so many fun and new exciting 
things in the real estate industry and design. 
I try to stay on top of the trends in the market 
and in home design, especially interior design; 
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it has been my passion since I was 12 years old 
and always will be! 

If you weren't doing your current job, what 
would you be doing? More Renovations and 
Interior Design projects. H 
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The pioneer in online higher education. 
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10 LAVENDER MAY 5-18, 2022 


WGU & 


THE UNIVERSITY OF YOU 


Lunchtime Delivery tulis 


Deli Trays: ee 24 hours notice Va \ 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul e 651.698.0354 fax: 651.699.2303 


LAVENDER S 


- 
PARTIES 


Sponsored by 


UNIQUE 
WEDDING 
RING STYLE 


MINNESOTA 
LOTTERY 


Register to win one of 
100 Pride at Home Party bags at 


Lavender's 2022 Summer 
of Pride Kickoff Party 


June 2 * Prairie Kitchen + Bar, 
1300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 


N 


KITCHEN & BAR 


Gift bags contain swag 
and gift cards 
from area businesses 
including the 
Minnesota State Lottery 


Handcrafted in Minnesota with unigue materials, 
including authentic meteorite. Schedule a free 


jo S ^ online video consultation today to start 
designing your dream rings! 
Be 651.321.9267 


JEWELRY WE: Of www.jewelrybyjohan.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM — 11 


OUR SCENE | TRAVEL 


Columbia, the Gem of Missouri 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Columbia knows how to party! This happen- 
ing Central Missouri city spins from one can't- 
miss festival to another, showcasing the cutting 
edge in film, music, art, literature and more, each 
led by bold-name presenters (I've sidled up to jazz 
legend Mavis Staples and Britain's fiction god- 
dess Allie Smith, to name-drop a few). 

But stick around after the party to bask in the 
vibes of a hip college town. Three pillars of aca- 
deme reign here, symbolized by the iconic Gre- 
cian pillars anchoring the U of Missouri—or, as 
friends call it, Mizzou. The town hums with cre- 
ative types, whose galleries populate the North 
Village arts community, and the forward entre- 
preneurs driving The District adjoining it—a hot- 
bed of trendy shops and clubs. Add in the culi- 
nary cognoscenti cooking up Columbia's diverse 
dining lures, where they had me at ‘biscuits.’ 
(More on that later.) Plus, all is within easy stroll- 
ing distance, as town interweaves with gown. 

I bedded down in the hip Broadway Hotel, 
where the fella clerking the desk sports a flouncy 
skirt which I envy. Did he find it at Maude's Vin- 
tage, I wonder, where a garnet velvet smoking 
jacket vies for best of show with an ivory wool 
tuxedo? 

Speaking of swank: Nearby Stephens Col 
lege's intriguing Costume Collection traces the 
history of garments from 1650 to tomorrow. So 
does the Made in Missouri wing of the Historical 
Society, where a Depression-era flour sack dress 
shares space with the shiny gold sheath sported 
by the young man his high school chose as Prom 
Queen. 

The Historical Society is also the place to ab- 
sorb the collection of WWII editorial cartoons 
from the St. Louis Post Dispatch, along with the 
works of noted painter George Caleb Bingham, 
who moved here in 1834 to set up a portrait stu- 
dio. 

A hundred-plus years later, Thomas Hart Ben- 
ton also made Columbia his home. His most fa- 
mous work, "Negro Soldier," hangs here. To trace 
the life and times of the Black community, follow 
the two-mile self-guided African American Heri- 
tage Trail, leading from cemetery to musical won- 
der Blind Boone's home to lynching site (www. 
visitcolumbiamo.com/events/guided-tours). 
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Had to the Ninth Street Art District heralds to 
encounter the bold names of tomorrow. There at 
Orr Street Studios, watch painters at work in their 
ateliers, then catch the photo exhibit spotlighting 
award- winning shots of photojournalists, includ- 
ing Taliban warriors breaking for tea. 

Swing down to The District to fire up your 
credit card. Makes Scents sells bath necessities 
from scented soaps to rubber duckies. Skylark 
and Yellow Dog—imagine! Two indie bookstores 
in the same block!—carry volumes new and used. 
Bluestem specializes in high-end, Missouri-made 
crafts, while Poppy's offers elite paper goods and 
gifts. Tallulah's showcases chic kitchenware, 
from pizza paddles to macaron tree ornaments. 
American Shoes lures the serious collector. (How 
about those glittery high-tops?) The Candy Fac- 
tory solves all your gift problems, unless you 
yield to temptation and devour your purchases on 
the spot. Choose from fancy truffles to chocolate- 
covered Twinkies. 

You've just walked off innumerable calories, 
so you're now entitled to visit Sparky's, home of 
really bad art on the walls and really good ice 
cream in the cooler—along with a menagerie of 
crocheted stuffed animals. (Don't ask.) 

But wait! Resist your craving for a second 
cone because it's time for brunch! I vote for the 
Dive Bar, which (true to its name) sports no mai- 
tre d' nor flowers on the table. Instead, straight to 
the basics, like a potent Bloody Mary sided with 
a heap of shrimp and cheesy, garlic-scented grits, 
crowned with a sunny-side egg. Or graduate—ta 
da!—to the biscuit number, loaded with a two-egg 
omelet, tomatoes and sausage gravy. 

More biscuits? You betcha! That's why God 
smiled on a certain food truck and turned it into 
a brick-and-mortar shrine called Ozark Mountain 
Biscuit & Bar. We started with great-grandma Jet- 
ti's biscuit, served—as any self-respecting gran- 
nie would—with plenty of melted butter and sor- 
ghum molasses. Continue to the biscuit topped 
with pulled pork (talk about a marriage made in 
dining heaven); the classic farmstead chicken 
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The iconic Columps on Mizzou's campus. 


dinner; or tender, slow-cooked pot roast. Across 
the road lies temptation of a liquid sort: Yield 
to Logboat Brewing Company's medal-winning 
flights of beers. 

Beer is also the beverage of choice at Booch- 
ie's Billiards, launched in 1864 as a gentlemen's 
club. As we all know, gentlemen prefer....burg- 
ers. The griddle's cheese-topped number, slid 
your way on a sheet of waxed paper, has been 
voted one of the Top Ten in the USA. 

Its neighbor, Shakespeare's, has been serving 
straight-arrow pizza almost that long (well, since 
1973). It's across the street from the Mizzou cam- 
pus, whose students consider this parlor their 
clubhouse. 

Ernie's is my kind of clubhouse, however, 
and its history goes back even further. The diner 
has been dishing out breakfast and lunch divine 
since 1934, including to comic-book artist Ches- 
ter (“Dick Tracy”) Gould, who signed the original 
drawing on the wall when visiting his college- 
bound daughter here. Murry's is a comparative 
newcomer (think 1985), where supper-club fare 
with a side of jazz fills the bill. How long since 
you've seen frogs' legs on a menu? Chicken liv- 
ers? But its fame rests on its classic steak sand- 
wich. 

Nothing classic about Ragtag Cinema and 
adjoining Uprise Bakery. It's the bar/eatery of 
choice for festival-goers (and lucky folks like me, 
in between) with its homemade soups and bread. 
Succcotash heads my list for special-occasion din- 
ing, where any day you've made it to dinnertime 
counts as a special occasion. Wolf down their 
pulled pork sliders. The cheese-rich gnocchi. The 
woodsy local mushrooms. Oh, stop me! Then call 
it a night at the primo gay bar in town, Arch & 
Column. 

Columbia's Mid-Mo Pride—street fair, drag 
showcase, live music—reigns at Rose Music Hall 
on September 24-25 this year (www.MidMoPride. 
org. Upcoming festivals: Art in the Park June 
4-5; Roots N Blues October 7-9. For info, see 
www.VisitColumbiaMO.com. 


Continue on page 42 
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"The Storyteller's Story" 


News Reporter Maury Clover Breaks 


The Fourth Wall 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


It's very possible that you've invited him into your living room—him, 
or a reasonable facsimile of him, that is...tiny boxes of light within your 
television screen that form a friendly, inviting face augmented by an easy, 
ageless smile. If you've let him in, then you probably think of him as your 
coolest uncle, the one with the best stories—in his case, stories about a 
high school principal who connects to his student via custom-made roller 
skate antics, or a parachute tailor who turns his skill to the mass produc- 
tion of COVID-filtering face masks, or a rustic arm wrestler who crushes 
the competition while armed with the wristless arms of a cartoon sailor. 

He's television reporter Maury Glover, proud son of civil rights 
activists, proud scion of the North Star State, and multi-talented, 
multi-skilled mastermind behind *Maury's Stories," human interest 
segments featured locally on Fox 9 News, segments that revel in narra- 
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tion's elemental power. Now Maury Glover tells the story that he rarely 
reveals in public... 

...his own. 

“I don't want to hide who I am,” he proclaims. “I want to be visible. I 
want to show people that gay people are people, too, and we can do all 
kinds of jobs and all kinds of things." So there you have it, folks: Maury 
Glover is officially out and proud, and you heard it here first. 

Okay, well, maybe not here first, since Maury Glover has been un- 
apologetically Maury Glover since his career began. "This was the early 
‘90s, and one thing I decided early on was that I was going to be open and 
out and who I am,” Glover asserts. “If people have a problem with that, 
then that's on them, that's not on me." 

It's this sanguine but unbending pride that serves as the theme to 
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Maury's own story. Hearkening back to his salad days, Glover remem- 
bers television reporting as a job that he didn't seek so much as be found 
by. “I kind of fell into it,” the reporter reports. A summer college job as 
a gofer for a local TV station turned into an internship which turned into 
an actual assignment, one focused on exposing redlining, a discrimina- 
tory practice that puts services—usually bank loans and insurance-out 
of reach for residents of certain areas based on race or ethnicity. In this 
case, the area in question was Minneapolis's Camden Neighborhood. 

"There was a realtor who was directing white buyers away from that 
neighborhood and black buyers in,” Glover remembers. “The communi- 
ty complained about it, but they didn't have any way to prove it." Directed 
by the station's investigative unit, Glover and an associate approached 
the realtor while posing as affluent African Americans even as two other 
associates posed as lower-educated, lower-income white buyers, both 
cloak-and-dagger spectacles recorded via hidden camera. 

This successful adventure proved to be an awakening for Glover. 
Says he: "Being part of that story was like, 'Oh, interesting, how the 
power of media can help you uncover racism or discrimination.' So once 
I did that, I was like, ‘Oh, that's really cool. PII give this a try and see how 
it goes.' So they offered me a job after I graduated college." 

There was, alas, no small distance between his current station and 
young Maury Glover-a grinding tenure as overnight producer was fol- 
lowed by years and years of crime reporting...a grind which was some- 
what tempered by occasional "lighter features." These garnered the at- 
tention of various producers around the Fox 9 studios. "They would say, 
‘Hey, when are you going to get your own segment?" recalls Glover. "I'd 
say, Well, “Maury’s Stories” is coming up.’ We used to joke about it." 

The universe, apparently, didn't find humor in those exchanges. "A 
couple of years ago, my news director just said, 'Hey, what are you look- 
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ing for? What do you want, career-wise?" Glover recounts. “I said, Well, 
I would love to be able to do some longer form stories where I'm not just 
churning stories every day but get a chance to have some fun and be 
creative, and she said, We could call it “Maury’s Stories," and I said, We 
don't have to, but we could.” 

In this way, Glover’s namesake segment was born. “I like that the 
name came about organically,” he notes. “First it was a joke, and then it 
was real. That's fun...and cool." Much like the stories themselves. 

Meanwhile, Glover's life away from the lights and the camera and the 
action had been just as active. “When I came out, I thought I was giving 
up the white picket fence, the spouse, and the American Dream, so to 
speak," he admits. The universe again had other plans for the gay black 
kid from Mill City. He was introduced by mutual friends to his future 
husband, Tom Leuer. Dating led to love, and love led to a commitment 
that has endured for nearly three decades (and counting), a commitment 
that was formalized comparatively recently. 

^We wound up getting married about five, six years ago," Glover says, 
his opaque voice lilting with the strain of recall. "A piece of paper doesn't 
ultimately define your relationship-neither of us was going anywhere— 
but, to be honest, it did lend an extra layer of satisfaction, of security." 

Part of that relational security owes its existence to a shared nose- 
to-the-grindstone-ness. *[My husband] works for Macy's-he's in charge 
of their foods division, so he's got a pretty busy job," Glover notes. ^We 
have opposite schedules: he works during the day, and I work at night, so 
we don't really cross paths during the week. I always say, 'My husband's 
a very patient man." 

That patience grants its own low-key rewards...in its own time. “On 
the weekends, we just hunker down and are normal and boring and sit on 
the couch and watch Netflix,” Glover reveals with an unapologetic laugh. 
“That’s our sanctuary. That’s our time to hang out, to get re-acquainted, 
to relax before we have to go back out into the world on Monday.” 

Back out into the world...where stories—the old and the new, the 
poignant and the funny, the quirky and the just plain weird-await their 
teller. “I’m proud to do what I do,” Glover declares. “I love doing this in 
my hometown. I was born and raised here. I’m a Minnesotan through 
and through. I'm just happy to be here, to be part of the community, to 
tell people's stories. I think it's an honor, and I look forward to doing it 
for as long as I can." ll 
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Welcoming Spring with 
Tangletown Gardens 


BY E.R SHAFFER | PHOTOS COURTESY OF TANGELTOWN GARDENS 


With the worst of the Winter behind us, many of us are seeking out 
those first blushes of Spring fun- walks by the lake or a bit of time in the 
sun. But Minnesota weather is a tricky mistress, and even at the date of 
this publishing, it may be a bit too soon to put away your entire winter 
wardrobe. Still the buds are coming out and the birds are chirping- the 
energy of new life is in the air! 

So how can we find a happy medium? How can we welcome in the 
Spring while still dealing with tricky weather conditions? For Tangletown 
Gardens owner Scott Endres, the answer is quite literally all around him. 

"We have been kind of a definite anchor of the horticulture and gar- 
den community for so many years, actually decades, so it's really been 
fun to watch the trends come and go." 

Scott owns Tangletown Gardens with Dean Englemann, and the two 
have been at it for almost twenty years- in fact their 20th year anniversary 
will be coming up this June! They have managed to build quite a commu- 
nity, not just of return customers, but also the children of those returning 
customers. Scott loves to see the next generation find that community. 

“I think one of the welcome things that has come back is just the 
resurgence of house plant enthusiasts." He says. 

This trend seems to be especially popular among younger genera- 
tions. Smaller living spaces, combined with growing eco-consciousness 
make plants the new pets for many Millennials and Zoomers. As one of 
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those apartment dwelling Millennials, the desire to nurture some bit of 
greenery has certainly hit me in the past. 

For those with big yards and open lawns, options are even more plen- 
tiful- you could fill up your flowerbeds or start a little garden for herbs 
or vegetables. Regardless of what kind of space you are working with, 
Scott had a few key insights for those who are wishing to better connect 
with nature. 


DO: TALK TO THE EXPERTS 

I get it-with the Internet at our disposal, it feels like we should be 
able to teach ourselves anything! But trust me when I say that people 
like Scott know what they are talking about, and they are eager to share 
their knowledge with you. 
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DON'T: OVERLOAD YOURSELF 

It's not so easy to just start a project from scratch, and sometimes 
we bite off more than we can chew in our excitement to see the project 
finished. 

"You don't have to commit to all your gardening in one trip to the 
garden store.” Scott advises, “I think that's one of the things that induces 
the most guilt in a gardener's life, is when they over buy, or buy more 
than they can really get planted in a weekend." 


DO: EXPECT SOME SETBACKS 

When it comes to caring for a living thing, there are no guarantees of 
success, and plenty of hurdles to overcome. In Scott's words, 

“I think it's important to let people know that they are going to have 
all the benefits and...tribulations of growing plants but every once and a 
while there's going to be a trial too where things aren't quite up to what 


they had hoped or dreamed, and that's okay. You'll appreciate the high 
notes much more by having your very first plant casualty. It's not going 
to be the end of the world." 


DON'T: GIVE UP 

As cheesy as it sounds, if gardening and plants are things that you 
love, you shouldn't give up on that, even if there are setbacks. Remember 
nothing great is accomplished overnight, and a greenery, more lively 
space is definitely a great thing to accomplish. And if you are feeling 
particularly stuck, try visiting Tangletown Gardens, or whatever garden 
center is near you. 

Whether you live in a studio apartment or a house in the suburbs, 
there are a million ways to express your creativity. Maybe it's a pot full of 
perennials on your doorstep or a shelf full of succulents by the window- 
the point is to find what you love. And as Scott says: 

^When you need inspiration the most, that's when you come to the 
garden center.” H 
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A Phoenix From the Ashes 


BY KASSIDY TARALA | PHOTOS COURTESY OF RYAN WEYANDT 


Discrimination against the LGBTQ- persists in home buying 
and renting, but groups like the LGBTO+ Real Estate Alliance are 
working to change that. 

Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, the LGBTQ- Real Estate Alli- 
ance grew into an authority on all things concerning housing and real 
estate within the LGBTQ+ community. After several years of mismanage- 
ment, the team at Alliance decided that they needed to break with the or- 
ganization and founder/owner to preserve all of the great work that the 
members achieved. Between June 21, 2020, and today, Alliance has built 
a completely new organization that is shattering the goals previously set. 

"Our mission at the Alliance is to advocate, elevate, and celebrate," 
says Ryan Weyandt, CEO of Alliance. "We exist to advocate for fair 
housing for all and promote LGBTQ+ homeownership. To elevate pro- 
fessionalism in the industry through education and networking. And, 
to celebrate diversity and inclusion in our members and allied partners 
across the country." 

As a veteran mortgage lender, Weyandt officially became the CEO 
of the Alliance on June 23, 2020, ahead of the organization's public 
launch on October 1, 2020. Weyandt had spent the previous ten years 
in the mortgage industry. 

"The housing and finance markets are just like every other industry 
that relies on consumer-driven outcomes," Weyandt explains. “In order 
to be successful, folks need to be put in homes. Most of the discrimina- 
tion we see is more subtle, say misdirection or misinformation, but cases 
do exist like the current case in the court system in Missoula, Montana, 
where a part-time realtor/part-time pastor is using one of his professions 
to justify discrimination against the LGBTO+ community in the other." 

The Alliance issued its first major report last spring, a result of which 
was the ability to look at the data and draw a strong correlation in how 
the impact of bullying and social hardship at youth can negatively impact 
their likelihood to be a homeowner later in life, Weyandt says. “What we 
saw was a chain reaction throughout the various traditional growth phas- 
es of a lifespan which started by someone being harassed or bullied in 
their high school or even middle school years. That chain reaction leads 
to an overall lower homeownership rate for LGBTQ- Americans today, 
49 percent compared to 65 percent of the U.S. average, or an astonishing 
73 percent homeownership rate in cisgender, white America." 

There are no federal civil rights protections given to LGBTQ+ 
folks—gender identity and orientation were completely neglected from 
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the Civils Rights Act of 1964, and then missed again with the Fair Hous- 
ing Act, and for a third time with the Fair Lending Act, Weyandt points 
out 

"Nowhere in federal policy do LGBTO+ folks have any protection in 
buying, selling, or financing of real estate, in addition to the seeking of 
shelter and renting,” he adds. 

In rentals, the same discrimination persists. 

"Federal law does not protect LGBTO+ folks from landlords. Period. 
The interesting thing here is that the same study found that a major- 
ity of LGBTQ- folks will move apartments every two years, averaging 
five different residences over a decade," Weyandt says. "What's more 
disturbing is that the fear of discrimination is significantly higher than 
the documented rate of occurrences. Essentially, the perception and con- 
cern of facing discrimination while going through the purchase process 
is driving folks to become perpetual renters. It isn't good economics for 
a family or an individual to pay for someone else's housing payment and 
having nothing to show at the end of your time spent there." 

Weyandt says that the LGBTO+ community suffers on a macro level 
from a lack of data in just about every area that Alliance studies. ^We 
know, for instance, the significant impact that Redlining had on our POC 
communities in the Twin Cities, and ultimately led to the complete exter- 
mination of communities and cultures," he says. "While members of our 
community had to fight for their racial and ethnic equality leading up to 
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the 19060s (and beyond), our collective community still has not received 
the same equity that every other protected class is entitled to. There is 
literally a fifty-year gap in equality which cannot be measured." 

Fortunately, the state of Minnesota has exhaustive protections in 
place to ensure that Minnesotans will continue to receive the equal 
rights protections they deserve. 

“Commissioner Jennifer Ho at Minnesota Housing is an absolute 
champion for fair housing and has literally dedicated her entire profes- 
sional life to ensuring those in the shadows receive equal access and 
protections to the best of the ability she has always had to provide it,” 
Weyandt says. "Minnesota Housing has been an outspoken ally and 
partner to the LGBTO+ housing and real estate communities and there 
are some absolutely phenomenal programs administered through the 
agency which do anything from helping to reduce or even completely 


eliminate your out-of-pocket money down need for a home purchase." 

“Our tongue-in-cheek expression at the Alliance is ‘if you see some- 
thing, say something.’ Obviously, this isn’t ours, but the point is the 
same: Deterrence matters, and something as seemingly insignificant as 
acknowledging that you just witnessed something that you know wasn’t 
right, might prevent that situation from occurring twice,” he says. “I 
think education and speaking out will eventually change the culture of 
discrimination.” 

One of the Alliance’s four foundational pillars is advocacy. “We fight 
every week all across this country to end discriminatory housing prac- 
tices that impact our community and ultimately end in decreased gen- 
erational wealth for the families we've only recently been able to legally 
recognize," he adds. 

Weyandt says it’s equally important for LGBTO+ folks to consider 
how they function within their relationship with their real-estate team of 
professionals. "Keep in mind that YOU are the boss in the agent/client 
dynamic, and they work for you," he says. "If you are being disrespected, 
or even think it's discrimination, terminate the relationship immediately 
and report your experience to either the local board of realtors." 

With April being Fair Housing Month and June being Pride Month, 
Weyandt says that now is the perfect time to join the fight against hous- 
ing discrimination. 

"In twenty-nine states today, housing discrimination against the LG- 
BTQ+ community is legal,” he points out. ^ I truly believe that the mys- 
terious 'American Dream' that folks talk about is homeownership, and I 
believe that every American should have the opportunity to pursue that 
dream." 

If you're not sure where to start, head to the Alliance's website at 
realestatealliance.org or LGBTQplusHOMES.com. H 
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Home Remodeling 


with 


Minnesota Rusco 


BY RANDY STERN 


Whenever you need to remodel your home or to upgrade your windows, 
door, bathroom, and so forth — who are you going to call? 

Minnesota Rusco and companies has been taking your calls, providing 
estimates, and putting in the work towards making your house a more liv- 
able place to live since 1955. 

While your perception of this remodeling company is that they're big, 
the company's website assures its customers that they are *small enough to 
talk to the owner" of Minnesota Rusco. 

Or, as Jay I. Deems, the Owner of Minnesota Rusco Companies, would 
spell out: ^Our Mission speaks to who we are: We exist to create happy cus- 
tomers by giving every employee the opportunity to be the best version of 
themselves through the values that we display, the training we offer, and the 
positive environment we provide on a daily basis." 

The story of Minnesota Rusco has its roots as far back as 1923 in Mead- 
ville, Pennsylvania, where they manufactured steel storm windows. "The 
Minnesota retail location was opened in 1955 then sold to Mel Hazelwood in 
1981,’ explained Deems. “He continued to run the company until 2004 when 
I joined the company having had a background in window manufacturing 
and customer service. We went from offering windows to today where we 
offer a wide variety of high-end remodeling products and services that we 
offer the consumer today." 

When you review their website, you will find that Minnesota Rusco's 
main emphasis is on remodeling homes from replacing windows and doors 
to complete bathroom and kitchen renovations. However, there is more to 
that. Deems explains that the company was split into divisions "in order to 
hire and develop experts in each individual division. We have bath experts, 
kitchen experts, window experts, siding experts...etc! The business is pret- 
ty even across divisions. However, the two hottest remodel projects in the 
nation are kitchen and bathrooms. This puts Minnesota Rusco Companies 
right in the consumer's sweet spot." 

Itis one thing to be ready to get the job. When it comes to home renova- 
tions, it all about the execution of the project and the results. In order to 
achieve these results, can you have a custom job when you hire Minnesota 
Rusco? “We try to keep it simple yet want to WOW the customer,” explained 
Deems. "For instance, our Kitchen division, Rusco Kitchen Remodeling 
(RKR) we re-imagine and then restyle the existing space working with the 
customer to choose new drawers, doors, fixtures, floors and countertops 
to give them a complete new look in 3-5 days instead of 2-5 months. It has 
worked very well for us, and our customers just love it!" 

Each job is backed by a Limited Lifetime Transferrable Warranty. Deems 
explained that the warranties are from "the manufacturers and backed by 
Minnesota Rusco. We have both labor and product warranties. The trans- 
ferrable portion is from the manufacture and provides a very good selling 
benefit should a customer be in the market to sell their home. What makes 
the whole warranty process work is that it's backed by a local company that 
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Jay Deems. 
Photo courtesy of Minnesota Rusco 


cares about doing the right thing!" 

This translates into satisfied customers. Getting there requires Minne- 
sota Rusco to be engaged with their customers throughout the process. “We 
call it the 5 Star Customer Experience," said Deems. "It starts with the first 
contact with the consumer all the way through completing the project to 
after the sale service. And while I would like to say we provide that 5 Star 
service 100% of the time, we fall short with a 4.7 rating. But since exceeding 
expectations is our goal, we audit every project to see where we fall short 
and are constantly improving our processes." 

As with most businesses during the COVID-19 Pandemic, Minnesota 
Rusco had their challenges growing the business with severe supply chain 
issues and the availability of personnel to work the jobs. Deems said, ^What I 
am most proud of is how our people have risen to the challenge and continue 
to outshine our competition!" 

Minnesota Rusco is based in New Hope, Minnesota. They have a 3,000 
square-foot showroom where you can see the possibilities for your home. 
While they serve the Twin Cities and communities across Minnesota, 
Deems explained that they are looking to expand from their New Hope loca- 
tion. "Our plans to move into St. Cloud, Duluth and Rochester are back in 
play for 2022 and 2023," said Deems. 

Each business has tenets that drive their success. For Minnesota Rusco, 
it comes down to their core values. Deems laid them out as such: “1. Treat 
everyone with love, dignity and respect. 2. When you don't know what to 
do...do the right thing... and 3. always put people before profits." 

If you want to get some renovation work done on your home - whether 
itis replacing windows or redoing your bathroom - and want someone who 
can back their work and engage with you throughout the process, contact 
them. Give them a shot to get the work you want done right. ll 


Minnesota Rusco 

952-935-9669 
www.minnesotarusco.com 
www.minnesotashowerandbath.com 
www.ruscokitchens.com 
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How To Live The RV Life 


BY RANDY STERN 


'Tom DeGree and Dean Schlaak were once owners of Wilde Café and 
Spirits. DeGree had since moved on to a career in real estate, soon to 
be followed by Schlaak. When the COVID-19 Pandemic started shutting 
down the state of Minnesota, they were looking for something different 
- something "entertaining," as DeGree and Schlaak puts it. 

That was when they bought a used 2006 26-foot Gulf Stream trailer 
off of Facebook Marketplace for just $8,000. *We knew we wanted a Fifth 
Wheel for size and ease hauling. It was right for us for now, but we know 
this is just a starter and plan to upgrade now that we know we enjoy RV- 
ing," explained DeGree and Schlaak. 

During the Pandemic, the recreational vehicle business saw a huge 
jump in sales and usage. It seemed that with offices closed down and 
people starting to work from home, an RV provided an opportunity to 
work away from the trappings of the usual routine. 

If you have never owned an RV before, it is suggested to try one 
before you buy one. One such outlet to introduce you to the RV lifestyle 
is Go RVing. According to Christy Hamilton, a public relations repre- 
sentative for GoRVing.com, explains that the mission of this organiza- 
tion is “to encourage potential RVers by sparking their curiosity through 
rich, authentic and diverse storytelling. Go RVing is a great resource 
for those that want to get started and need to find out how! There are 
so many tips and inspiring stories, you'll be amazed at how RVing can 
enrich your life." 
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To help get millions of first-time RVers on their way to discovering 
this lifestyle, GoRVing.com has an online tool called Find Your RV. Ham- 
ilton explained that this tool “takes consumers through a series of ques- 
tions to help define their preferred travel experience, narrowing down 
the types of RVs that would be their best fit. From there, consumers can 
take specific steps to make their decision easier and more enjoyable." 

The question we're all wondering is what kind of RV would be right 
for us. DeGree and Schlaak chose a Fifth-Wheel trailer, which is towed 
by a full-size pickup truck with a center-mounted hitch in the box. They 
can be unhitched and stand alone at a camping area or at home, when 
not in use. 

A trailer, or as Hamilton classifies these types of RVs “Towable,” tend 
to be better on one's budget and can accommodate several people inside. 
According to Hamilton, Towable RVs make up "nearly 9096 of the new 
sales market." 

Yet, we generally think of RVs as the ones we can drive across the 
country. These “Motorized RVs” will cost more than their towable cous- 
ins. In turn, they do offer more amenities — including all of the creature 
comforts of home. 

If you are not sure if the RV Life is for you, try one before you buy one. 
Hamilton suggests thatyou can “borrow one from a friend or rent one from 
a local dealer or peer to peer rental company like www.Outdoorsy.com / 
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www.RVShare.com. Some campgrounds will have RV Rentals on site and 
others have Park Model RVs available for rent." 

DeGree and Schlaak agree: *One our friends rent their RV through a 
service, it helps pay for their RV, they block the weekends they want to 
use it and rent the others. This might be a way to see if the RV lifestyle 
is for you. That being said, after you take out your RV several times set- 
ting up gets a lot easier and you know what to look for in campgrounds.” 

However, there are a few things to consider. DeGree and Schlaak told 
me that "[t]he biggest challenge [in owning an RV] is finding reasonable 
places to store our RV when not using it, a lot of people jumped on the RV 
craze in 2020 so storage places became expensive and scarce." 

Not just space, but taking in consideration the cost of operating, 
maintaining, and keeping your RV clean. Motorized RVs usually bore 
the brunt of these costs, as Towable models just need some care for 
the plumbing, electrical, and mechanical parts - including the towing 
apparatus. 

While the RV life is seen as a solution for the rising costs of housing 
and the fluctuating status of some workplaces, one must be aware of how 
then rise in RV sales and use through the COVID-19 Pandemic created 
some issues with their owners. However, if this lifestyle interests you, 
giveitatry! H 
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Telling Our Stories — 
Senior Edition 


BY HOLLY PETERSON | PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRIAN MALLOY 


"Writing is nothing to be afraid of, but 
sometimes the pressures we put on ourselves 
prevents us from enjoying it, or even get get- 
ting started," says local writer, Brian Malloy. 
We are talking about the weekly writing class 
he is offering through Quatrefoil from June 
11th-June 30th, which is specifically aimed at 
older adults. Malloy has something to offer any 
incoming student: whether they have never 
written anything longer than an email or have 
along history of putting the pen to the page. 

Malloy is a highly qualified writing teach- 
er: he has published two books, is an award- 
winning author himself, lectures through the 
University of Minnesota Creative Writing Pro- 
gram, and won the Loft Literary Center's Ex- 
cellence in Teaching Fellowship. He is gifted at 
guiding his students on their journeys to both 
find and finesse their stories. 

"The first step in the process is to gener- 
ate the raw material so you have something 
to work with," Malloy explains, "Think of it as 
gathering clay, which we then shape. The clay 
is our ideas and rough drafts, which is what 
we will be working with, and through revision, 
sculpting into a story or poem." 

In this particular class, Malloy is focusing 
his energy on helping his students sculpt sto- 
ries about the LGBTQ experience. "This class 
is by and for our community, and we will look at 
works by older writers from our community for 
inspiration,” he explains, “Allies are welcome of 
course, if they are older adults, but the content 
is by and for our community." 

Malloys upcoming class takes place at 
Quatrefoil, an LGBTQ library based in Min- 
neapolis. The class will culminate in a read- 
ing and the publication of a chapbook full of 
student stories. "It's important for those of us 
who remain to write down our experiences 
so our voices are included in the history that 
we lived," says Malloy, "The bestsellers about 
gay men have not been written by gay men, for 
example, The Great Believers, A Little Life, and 
Call Me by Your Name." 

It is vital for people with a lived LGBTQ 
experience to tell their stories. Although those 
outside the community might get some things 
right the reality is that often outsider narratives 
get a lot wrong. According to Malloy, “we are 
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left with a redacted history, or an imagined his- 
tory.” He gives the example of a statement Hill- 
ary Clinton made in 2016 in which she "praised 
the Reagans for speaking out on AIDS when no 
one else would, thus beginning the 'national 
conversation' about the disease. Seriously, I'm 
a fiction writer, and I can't make this stuff up." 

Malloy previously offered a similar class 
called Writing the AIDS Generation, which 
was "for people who had lived through the 
first decade of the pandemic, along with those 
interested in writing about the era." Similar to 
the upcoming class, Writing the AIDS Genera- 
tion “explored a range of genres, from poetry 
and fiction to creative nonfiction, and read the 
works of writers contemporary to the era, in- 
cluding Essex Hemphill, Paul Monette, and 
Melvin Dixon." 

Writing the AIDS Generation was a huge 
success. Around 50 people attended the read- 
ing of student work and, "the publication of 
[the class] Chapbook, entitled Writing the 
AIDS Generation...is available for purchase at 
Quatrefoil Library." 

Unsurprisingly, Malloy's upcoming class 


has already sold out — and it sold out fast. “The 
class [was] fully enrolled 2 days after it was an- 
nounced, and there is a waiting list," Malloy 


says. 

Malloy's classes are well worth the wait, but 
you won't have to wait too long. Sure, test your 
luck and put your name on the June class's 
waiting list, but there is another class planned 
for this fall, which opens enrollment this sum- 
mer. Generously funded by the Metropolitan 
Regional Arts Council, this class is likely to 
sell out as quickly as Malloy's other classes, so 
keep your eye on his website. 

But in the meantime, check out Malloy's 
most recent novel, After Francesco. It is a fi- 
nalist for the 2022 Minnesota Book Award for 
novel and might just spark the inspiration you 
need for your next writing project. 

Happy reading. 

Happy writing. 

For more information check out Malloy's 
website at www.malloywriter.com li 


D / 
MORE UMs A äi Y 
S ALTER HOME TEAM j 
PER WO ee E 
V RU | Serving the community for 20 years. p n 
H A N A N Y Linda Alter Serving the entire Gary Kurth 
metro area 


Call/Text: Call/Text: 


D H | | t R 651-248-6060 www.alterhometeam.com 612-730-8581 
Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities based full 
time Account Executive to our sales team. We are looking for ` 
S an outgoing,organized, self-driven & motivated professional 2 JOIN OUR 
1 [ " 


with excellent phone, writing and presentation skills. 

Candidates should enjoy working directly with clients who 
100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM are interested in growing their business through Lavender 

advertising and event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


TEAM 


Applicants should have experience with Mac software environment, Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of organization, attention to detail, the ability 
ADIO M to work as part of a team, effective communication self direction, enjoys working with new people and has a natural 
drive to grow. 
770» 100:7104.5 em 


* = + Real College Radio x — x 


Includes base pay + commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, life insurance and LTD. ~~ 


Please send your cover letter and resume to Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


Care as 
Unique as 
Your Needs 


ASSISTED LIVING | LONG TERM CARE 
TRANSITIONAL CARE/REHABILITATION 
MEMORY CARE 


Call today to schedule a tour! 612.920.2030 


JONES-HARRISON 


SEN TOR EA 


3700 Cedar Lake Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jones-harrison.org 


Staff proudly trained through justus... | 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 35 


OUR LIVES | MINNESOTA NATIONAL GUARD FEATURE 


A Vote for Vogt 


Senior Airman Andi Vogt 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON | PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANDI VOGT 


Senior Airman Andi Vogt of the Minne- 
sota Air National Guard has been breaking 
barriers her whole life. It's clear that it can 
at least partially be attributed to a pursuit to 
absorb knowledge and skills. The other part 
is her disarming charm, sense of humor, 
and desire for connectedness. She explains, 
“I think the more you know, the more valu- 
able you are" as well as asserting, “I can 
find something in common with almost any- 
body." 

Growing up, the commonality she found 
was in male dominated fields. Starting as a 
little kid playing baseball in the boys league, 
to becoming a construction and renovation 
guru, in business with her father flipping 
houses. She was even approached and re- 
cruited to play professional football with the 
Minnesota Vixen, playing five seasons, and 
three national championships. Moreover, 
she is professionally trained in graphic de- 
sign and cooking, having worked in restau- 
rants for nine years. 

In 2018 she finally broke a barrier that 
had taunted her for a long time, enlisting 
in the military. “I finally just decided,” SrA 
Vogt says, "it's about time. I wanted to be 
able to protect the people I loved." In the 
military, women are still a minority and even 
more so in policing and security work. 

That's exactly where SrA Vogt ended up. 
Through the enlisting process she looked 
at a career path as a first responder. It was 
while on a job tour that she bumped into 
a security squadron having some fun on a 
break and, “I instantly clicked with them." 
SrA Vogt explains, "I thought, this is where 
I want to be and immediately it was just like 
family." SrA Vogt then joined the 133rd Air- 
lift Wing's Security Forces Squadron, based 
at Fort Snelling. 

The Security Forces Squadron is respon- 
sible for protecting the people and assets 
located in and around the Fort Snelling 
base. Being located near government build- 
ings and the MSP airport, there is a lot of 
customer service and giving directions. "No 
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there's no dunkin donuts here,” SrA Vogt 
has had to tell many people. She's becom- 
ing the sguadron's star comedic member, 
*at least I think I'm hilarious,” SrA Vogt 
says, “people think it’s funny that I think I'm 
the funniest person I know." Unafraid to be 
silly or to make a stupid joke, just to get an 
eye roll or a genuine chuckle, SrA Vogt uses 
humor to break barriers and connect on a 
personal level. 

This connectedness opens up a channel 
to teach and share. ^I take a lot of pride in 
teaching, it's something I've always been 
passionate about," says SrA Vogt. "The 
more things I can learn from going through 
all these careers the more I'm able to teach 
and guide people. I don't mind learning the 
hard way and going through hardships, just 
so I know how to keep other people from 
having to go through the same thing." 

Its always heartwarming to find re- 
stored faith in humanity through someone 
who actually cares for others, and cares 
about their learning. When new recruits 
join the squadron SrA Vogt pays attention to 
learning styles and tailors training to match. 
"Its about making them comfortable and 
making sure that they're learning in the way 


they can learn best," says SrA Vogt. Car- 


ing for others so successfully that several 
trainee's have started calling her *mom" 
and she's all for it. 

It's her undeniable approachability that 
has caused her to gather so many mentees 
and friends,"I have a very large friend group 
of “LGBTQ people that are in the military. 
There is quite a lot," reveals SrA Vogt. That 
approachability and connectedness has also 
helped catch the attention of her superiors. 

SrA Vogt was recently invited to speak on 
a panel with commanders and other senior 
officers by the Diversity and Inclusion Ini- 
tiative Council for the Minnesota National 
Guard. “I got to speak as a member of the 
LGBTQ community, getting to share my 
experiences, and giving my input on what 
the military could do better, and how to aid 
progress. It was an honor,” says SrA Vogt. In 
essence, what she shared is what she shares 
with others everyday, “being approachable 
is so important, to let people get to know 
you," says SrA Vogt, and get to know them, 
“Just be an open minded person." H 
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They/Them/Us: 


Kink, Pronouns, and Family on Film 


BY STEVE LENIUS 


Imagine a romantic comedy about two forty- 
something divorced people getting together and 
creating a blended family. Now imagine that the 
film's storyline includes BDSM and kink, gender- 
neutral pronouns, teenage drug abuse, and con- 
servative Christianity. And, rather than being set 
in New York or Los Angeles, imagine that this 
unorthodox romantic comedy is set in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

“They/Them/Us” is that film. Co-written by 
Jon Sherman and Melissa Vogley Woods, and 
directed by Sherman, “They/Them/Us” is the 
first film in which I recall seeing “Kink/BDSM 
Consulting" listed in the end-of-film credits. The 
film's BDSM consultants are Barak and Sheba, 
kink educators based in central Ohio, and they 
also are co-producers of the film. 

As the film starts, we meet Charlie, a divorced 
father with two teenagers—one of whom is using 
drugs. Charlie, a film professor, is starting a new 
teaching job at a conservative Christian college. 
Charlie is not terribly acguainted with this kind 
of Christianity but tries to fake it. Awkward mo- 
ments ensue. 

Charlie meets Lisa, who describes herself 
online as "Single Mom. Artist. Sexually Adventur- 
ous.” Lisa also has two teenagers, one of whom 
is non-binary and uses gender-neutral pronouns. 
The four teenagers are not thrilled when Charlie 
and Lisa decide to live together and blend their 
families. Personality frictions ensue. 

As Charlie and Lisa spend more time together, 
she introduces him to a few kink and BDSM con- 
cepts. Charlie resists at first, but then becomes 
kink-curious and undertakes some research. Un- 
foreseen adventures ensue. 

“They/Them/Us” is a very contemporary film 
in several ways. BDSM activities and the kink 
community are shown matter-of-factly, without 
moralizing, histrionics, sensationalism or sala- 
ciousness. As I was watching Charlie's discovery 
of BDSM, I flashed back to similar experiences I 
had as I was getting acquainted with the BDSM 
community years ago. I imagine that, as others 
members of the kink and BDSM communities 
watch the film, they too will have similar flash- 
backs. 

I have written a lot over the years about the 
continuing mainstreaming of kink. This film per- 
haps marks a turning point in that mainstreaming 
where BDSM and the kink community are just 
part of the story, part of life. I felt like I was seeing 
myself and people I know on the screen. We're 
not villains, we're not shocking, and we're not the 
butt of jokes. We just are. And we're respected for 
who we are and how we are. It was refreshing— 
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Charlie (played by Joey Slotnick) at a BDSM convention: 
Photo by Jon Sherman/Blended Family Productions 


I have waited a long time to see something like 
this. 

Ifound myself comparing this film to another 
mainstream film I remember that incorporated 
BDSM themes. No, not ^50 Shades of Grey’—I’'m 
referring to “Exit to Eden," a big-budget Holly- 
wood film from 1994 with recognizable stars and 
creators. Garry Marshall, for example, was the 
director and co-producer, and Rosie O'Donnell, 
Dan Ackroyd, and Dana Delaney were among 
the film's stars. But in “Exit to Eden,” BDSM was 
used for titillation and was presented somewhat 
sensationally as shocking and naughty, both for 
the characters in the film and for the audience. 
“They/Them/Us,” by contrast, is a non-Hollywood, 
low-budget independent film that does none of 
these things and is much better because of it. 

The film treats other contemporary issues 
sensitively and respectfully, too. Example: The 
way the non-binary character is portrayed, and 
the way the other characters react to them, seems 
like a fair and accurate portrayal of today's real- 
ity. The situations are sometimes awkward, and 
well-meaning people, sympathetic but clueless, 
can sometimes be unintentionally hurtful. But 
they learn. I thought there was good conscious- 
ness-raising here around this issue. Similarly, the 
character's and family's struggles with substance 
abuse are portrayed realistically and matter-of- 
factly, with both humorous and sad touches to the 
portrayal. 

One part of the story I found both humor- 
ous and cringeworthy at the same time was 
the element of conservative Christianity in the 
story. I thought some of the adult conservative 
Christian characters in the film were portrayed 
as buffoons—although plenty of conservative 
Christians in real life act like buffoons as well, so 
there's some realism there. 


But some of the awkward situations that Char- 
lie was put in—where he had to pretend to be 
something he was not, and where things threat- 
ened to blow up if he couldn't be convincing— 
made me squirm. I actually had to stop the film's 
playback more than once because I saw a train 
wreck coming and couldn't bear to watch it right 
then. I enjoyed watching the dungeon scenes in 
the film, but I blanched at the conservative Chris- 
tian attitudes on display. 

Speaking of awkward: "They/Them/Us" was 
filmed during August, 2020, and was one of the 
first films approved for production during the 
COVID-19 pandemic by the Screen Actors Guild. 
Strict testing, social distancing, and cleaning and 
sanitizing requirements complicated the film's 
production logistics. According to Sherman, “If 
we would have gotten even one positive case, we 
would have had to shut down production. It's a 
miracle we didn't. We were lucky." 

"They/Them/Us" had its premiere on Sept. 
11, 2021, at the Dances With Films Festival in 
Los Angeles. To date, the film has won the "Best 
Low-Budget Feature Film" award at the Paris In- 
dependent Film Festival and the “Best Comedy” 
award at the San Diego International Film Festi- 
val. *They/Them/Us” is now widely available for 
viewing, rental or purchase, on many of the major 
streaming platforms. For more information, and 
to watch the film's trailer, visit www.theythe- 
musfilm.com. A final note: I had the chance to 
interview Sherman, Vogley Woods, and Barak 
and Sheba about the making of this film. You can 
read my interview with them on the Lavender 
Magazine website at www.lavendermagazine. 
com/our-lives/leather-life-online-exclusive-inter- 
view-with-the-creators-of-they-them-us ll 
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A Tradition of Care: 
The Walk To End HIV 


BY MAE WHITNEY | PHOTOS COURTESY OF RAINBOW HEALTH MINNESOTA 


Restrictions are lifting, patios are opening, 
and events are popping up around the Twin Cit- 
ies. It is once again time to dawn your rainbow 
regalia and join Rainbow Health's 33rd Annual 
Walk to End HIV. The walk welcomes teams, 
sponsors, community members, and vendors 
to Minnehaha Park, where participants won't 
just walk for the cause but also celebrate and 
remember together. 

Rainbow Health's 33rd Annual Walk to End 
HIV will be held on Sunday, May 15th, at Min- 
nehaha Park in Minneapolis. Metro Transit will 
be offering free passes to anyone attending the 
Walk. The fundraiser boasts a variety of events 
during the “post-walk celebration" that are sure 
to draw a crowd. A spokesperson said the event 
* includes food trucks, musical performances 
and a wellness village where folx can partici- 
pate in selfcare activities such as yoga." The 
event will also have COVID vaccines and tests 
available to attendees. Outreach and provid- 
ing access to healthcare resources is the long- 
standing goal of these walks, which originated 
in the 1980s. 

Since 1988, the walk has raised approxi- 
mately $15 million in support of HIV preven- 
tion and to enact HIV care initiatives. Rainbow 
Health reports donations to services that sup- 
port about 2,500 Minnesotans every year. 

The Minnesota AIDS Project (MAP), Train- 
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ing to Serve, and Rainbow Health Initiative 
(RHI) all merged in 2018, and the newly formed 
organization is now known as "Rainbow Health 
Minnesota." The walk's origination within 
MAP is a fine example of Minneapolis' history 
of grassroots organization. Bruce Brockway 
founded MAP in 1982. Bruce was the first Min- 
nesotan to be diagnosed with HIV. 
Minneapolis community archivist and oral 
historian Myra Billund-Phibbs describes the 
early years, ^ MAP was a ragtag effort, staffed 
entirely by volunteers and driven by their pas- 
sion. It drew strength from the militancy of 
the gay liberation movement of the 1970s and 
a belief in community support in the face of a 
frightening and mysterious epidemic. The or- 
ganization operated out of volunteers' homes, 
and began its work by opening a hotline. Volun- 
teers answered callers’ questions about symp- 
toms, explained how to care for people with 
HIV/AIDS, and gave out information on friend- 
ly health and social services in Minneapolis.” 
Rainbow Health's revamped mission is to 
*work for equitable health care access and out- 
comes for people who experience injustice at 
the intersection of health status and identity. 
The organization focuses on providing sup- 
port and resources to community members 
atrisk or living with HIV or facing barriers 
to equitable health care access and outcomes 


because of their gender, sexual, HIV status or 
racial identity." The money supports Minneso- 
tans living with HIV by providing funding for 
housing, transportation, assistance with health 
insurance, and legal services. 

The walk is a time to remember the lives 
of Minnesotans who lost their battle with 
HIV. Minnesota has experienced an uptick in 
new cases of HIV, mainly in the Hennepin and 
Ramsey Counties, as well as in Duluth. In 2020 
the Minnesota Department of Health first an- 
nounced the sudden increase in positive tests. 
Christine Jones with the MDH said, "people 
who inject drugs and experience unstable 
housing are most at risk." It may be easy for 
some to forget the epidemic that began in 1981, 
especially in the shadow of COVID. Still, the 
Annual Walk to End HIV reminds us of the lives 
lost and the thousands of Minnesotans whose 
daily lives continue to be affected by HIV/ 
AIDS today. 

There is still work to be done. Our city's 
strong sense of community, justice, and com- 
passion for our neighbors once again is on dis- 
play during the Walk to End HIV. 

Find out how you can support Rainbow 
Health's 33rd Annual Walk to End HIV by go- 
ing to their website mnwalktoendhiv.org. H 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
Call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusatcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
www:stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


_ AE 
(HAGENS 2222) 


Estimates 7am-4:30pm + All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls - 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Execulive. Lavender Media is 
seeking to add a Twin Cities-based "Account 
Executive" to our sales team. We are looking 
for an outgoing, organized, self-driven A 
motivated professional with excellent phone, 
writing and presentation skills. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients 
who are interested in growing their business 
through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. This 
is a full-time position that includes base pay 
* commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, 
life insurance and LTD. Please send your cover 
letter and resume to stephen.rocheford@ 
lavendermagazine.com 


GUN SHOPS 
Bill's Gun Shop & Range 


MACHINE 
NS 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PR NING, & REMOVALS 


U 
ENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping e Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


OË 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 
Design - Install - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


VM 612.206.7089 Zu 
{[gardeningangelor2@gmail.com 


| Consultation | Design | Project Management 


MORTGAGE 


homeownership 


infalllbOfstates| 


Lindsey M Buchanan 

Mortgage Sales Supervisor NMLS 1846330 
(651) 210-5089 
lindsey.buchanan@usbank.com 


REAL ESTATE 


eener 
Live Wel... Invest Wisely! 
nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 


T 'heNancyWalkerTeam.c L 


COLDWELL BANKER 
REALTY 


Edina Really. 


DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
Brian Sajadi 
REALTOR” 
952-529-1797 (cell) 
BrianSajadi@edinarealty.com [R = 
www.edinarealty.com/brian-sajadi-realtor 


LAUNERT 


612-802-2527 * malindalaunert.com 


Serving the community for 25+ years! | aseessa D 


LAVENDER S JA 
PRIDELC.] HOME 
PARTIES 


Sponsored by 


MINNESOTA 
LOTTERY 


Register to win one of 
100 Pride at Home Party bags at 


Lavender's 2022 Summer 
of Pride Kickoff Party 


June 2 * Prairie Kitchen + Bar, 
1300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 


KITCHEN & BAR 


Gift bags contain swag 
and gift cards 
from area businesses 
including the 
Minnesota State Lottery 


"A 
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OUR AFFAIRS | BOOKS 


D 
DANTES JAZZ 
MYSTERY 


ANTHONY BIDULKA 
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SEDATING ELAINE 
Dawn Winter 
Knopf 
$27 

Trapped between girlfriend Elaine’s incessant, devouring, physical de- 
mands, her dealer’s increasingly insistent demands for payment-or else-pro- 
tagonist Frances sees only one solution. She asks Elaine to become her flat- 
mate to generate income to pay the rent and fund her habit. Frances, shrunken 
to a nub over her mother’s abandonment years ago, hiding from life as a dish- 
washer, is now totally overwhelmed by the presence 24/7 of the tireless, ebul- 
lient Elaine to the point that she just wants to silence her roomie, who, Frances 
has learned, is quite wealthy and has promised to cover the bills. A bit of seda- 
tion should help pass the time. But what’s the correct dose? And will the now 
comatose Elaine awake before the enforcers exact their pound of flesh? 


DESERT GETAWAY: A DANTE & JAZZ MYSTERY 
Michael Craft 
Brash Books 
$18.99 

The author of some eighteen mystery novels, including the Michael Man- 
ning, Claire Gray, and Mr. Puss series, Craft debuts a feisty pair of offbeat char- 
acters; Dante O’Donnell middle-aged, bad-choice-prone, now a Palm Springs 
concierge for ritzy vacation rentals. After finding a rich corpse in a rental pool, 
Dante again crosses paths with Jazz Friendly, black, female former cop, who, 
after attempting to arrest Dante for murder, was fired when he proved inno- 
cent. Now a PI, she’s divorced, battling the bottle, seeking to gain custody of 
her daughter. Craft, as always, mixes plot and dialogue deftly, stirring humor, 
humanity, and mayhem to create believable characters that go about the busi- 
ness of solving crime with a twist of wry. You'll beg to see more of these two. 


I KISSED SHARA WHEELER 
Casey McQuiston 
Wednesday Books 
$19.99 

Author of the acclaimed YA international gay romance Red, White & Royal 
Blue, Mc Quiston sets in motion another complex, zany-but with purpose-plot. 
Outsider Chloe Green, raised in SoCal, has moved with her moms (one a na- 
tive) to Willowgrove, AL, and must finish her senior year in the upright, uptight 
Willowgrove Christian Academy. One bright spot is her determination to be- 
come class valedictorian. Her only rival, glowing prom queen and principal’s 
daughter, the perfect Shara Wheeler. Nearly there, Shara unexpectedly kisses 
Chloe then disappears. She’s kissed two fellows, as well. They join forces to 
track Shara, following mysterious clues left on her pink, monogrammed sta- 
tionery. Seems Chloe’s not the only one with issues. Quirky, fun, revealing. 


Lesson: everyone can learn; everyone can grow. 


GOING TO BEAUTIFUL 
Anthony Bidulka 
Stonehouse Publishing 
$16 

Jake Hardy and Eddie Kravets, married thirty years, thrive in urban To- 
ronto, live in a luxury condo, dote on their now-grown son. Perfect-until Jake 
wakes to learn Eddie’s dead, plunged from their penthouse balcony. On his 
‘Tm dead now what?" directive, Eddie scribbled “Beautiful.” There's one in Sas- 
katchewan, so Jake and 78-year-old trans friend “Baz” (Sabastienne Venkata 
Santhosh Kumar Sengupta) fly west, finding Beautiful a frigid plains Briga- 
doon, its dwindling Ukranian enclave centering on a near- deserted Chinese 
restaurant and convent run by nonagenarian Sister Genowefa. Eddie's elderly 
parents and their son, live out of town: But Eddie was an only child... Deaths 
over decades resolve, creating a future for Beautiful and for Baz, echoing Joe 
E. Brown's “Osgood” assuring Jack Lemon’s “Daphne,” “Nobody’s perfect." H 


OUR SCENE | TRAVEL 


THE LITTLE TOWN THAT COULD 

Thirty miles from Columbia sits a bucolic 
little town named Fulton, home to Westminster, 
a prestigious private college—sort of like North- 
field in Minnesota, but with better food. And a 
monumental place in history. 

Each year, the college invites an illustrious 
notable to deliver a lecture, and in 1947, this tiny 
institution in an unknown town decided to go 
big: They invited Winston Churchilll. Who had 
no clue. He turned to his friend, then-President 
Harry Truman of Missouri, who wrote back, 
"Come!" 

Churchill not only showed up to ride in a mo- 
torcade puffing his famous cigar....he made his- 
tory. He delivered what became his world-famous 
Iron Curtain speech. And you can read it, with his 
own notations, in Fulton's National Churchill Mu- 
seum. The museum—the only one of its kind— 
documents the statesman's rollercoaster life. 
Newsreels cover his time in Fulton aside singular 
artifacts, including a treasure trove of the Prime 
Minister's watercolor paintings. 

In later years, speakers here included J. Ed- 
gar Hoover, Gorbachev and Margaret Thatcher. 
A portrait of the Iron Lady hung over my bed in 
Loganberry Inn, where she'd laid her tidy head 
decades earlier. 

Learning that it pays to ask, cheeky little Ful- 
ton went on to request—and receive—a husky 
portion of the Berlin Wall, complete with robust 
graffiti. It now stands outside the memorial. 
And, London, can you spare one of your exqui- 
site churches designed by that star-chitect of the 
1600s, Christopher Wren? Glad to. The blitz-dam- 
aged St. Mary of Alderbury, where poet John Mil- 
ton was married, was reconstructed here, stone 
by stone, and now invites Fulton's visitors to walk 
right in. 

Linger in Fulton to promenade downtown's 
Brick District, poking into stores like GoPo (pop- 
corn in Fulton-only flavors including grasshopper 
pie and Greek pizza), arts and antiques emporia, 
and the cotton candy window. Dine (you must!) 
at Bek's on sirloin with Bourbon mushrooms, 
horseradish cream, and bacon jam or jerk-sea- 
soned barramundi aside coconut rice and pineap- 
ple-ginger chutney. 

On the edge of town, in a world of its own, 
sits Auto World. This obsession-driven museum 
showcases a rotating 88 autos of the owner's 
vintage-car collection, ranging from 1903 to 1987. 
Ogle a 1913 Model T Ford. The 1926 lemon-yel- 
low Pierce Arrow "that brings out the macho in a 
person," says guide Tom Jones. A Stanley Steam- 
er from 1924 worth $150,000. The way-ahead of 
its time electric Renault of 1974. They're all shiny 
enough to shave by. 

A little more dusty but just as intriguing: Ar- 
tichoke Annie's Antiques on the highway, where 
you can discover a whiskey flask in the shape of 
Mozart; a Tiffany lamp aside a WWII uniform; 
and duck decoys and fishing lures infiltrating 
Jesus kitsch. Check on www.VisitFulton.com and 
start packing. H 


MINNEAPOLIS 
COLLEGE of ARTand DESIGN 


THE AUCTION @ 


Let Art Take Root this Spring 


An event benefiting student scholarships 
Tickets at mcad.edu/artauction 


SPONSORS 
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CURATORS — A2 Art Storage & Services, Alerus, Blu Dot, Dutton Brown, Foundation Technologies, 
Houston White Camdentown, KNOCK, inc., Mitzi and Brent Magid, North Bay Companies, 
Oxbow Industries, PKA. Architecture 
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Lakeville Roseville Woodbury Duluth Coon Rapids 
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schneidermans.com 


